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NATURAL IMMERSION

ANDBEYOND 
Punakha River Lodge, Bhutan

if you’ve traveled to andBeyond’s African camps, you know 
to expect the unexpected: Makeshift bars set up near watering 
holes frequented by elephants and zebras; picnics arranged in the 
bush as giraffes graze in the distance. So how does the seasoned 
operator transport that experience to the Bhutanese countryside? 
At first glance, andBeyond Punakha River Lodge’s six sumptuous, 
tentlike lodgings may seem familiar to safari-goers, but the ethos 
is distinctly local. There are no game drives here; instead, tours 
lean into the Himalayan kingdom’s rich history and Buddhist 
traditions: archery lessons, treks to sky-high temples, and visits 
to secluded mountaintop villages, all surrounded by snowcapped 
peaks. But (spoiler alert) the surprises continue—a breakfast 
spread overlooking a temple might await you at the end of an 
early morning hike, lunch can materialize on a cliff surrounded by 
colorful prayer flags fluttering in the breeze, and drinks appear on 
a sandy riverbank as the sun sets over the 17th-century Punakha 
Dzong monastery. Suites from $890
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ALPINE RESORT

ANDBEYOND 
Punakha, Bhutan
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