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the geek

They met, they fell in
love, they got hitched.
Kunal Nayyar and
Neha Kapur slip into
cool city style to spread
warm fuzzies with their
tale of 21st-century,
transcontinental romance
Photographed by
CHRIS CRAYMER
Styled by
LORNA McGEE

REIGN ON ME

A wool topper in
houndstooth is
sophisticated and coldweather appropriate.
On Neha: Wool sweater,
Rochas. Wool coat,
trousers; both Emilio Pucci.
Patent leather ankle-strap
shoes, Valentino Garavani.
On Kunal: Cotton shirt,
Giorgio Armani. Wool
blazer, Edun. Overcoat,
Viktor & Rolf. Trousers,
Brioni. Leather boots,
Pierre Hardy

KNIT WIT

Bulky materials are never
overwhelming when cinched
with a skinny belt into a
flattering shape.
Turtleneck sweater, Carven.
Wool skirt, bow-detail suede
belt; both Burberry Prorsum.
Patent leather shoes, Prada
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A MAN’S WORLD
A dose of androgyny is
always chic, especially when
it involves layering and an
unusual hue.
On Neha: Silk shirt, wool
sweater; both Altuzarra.
Wool trench, trousers; both
Paul & Joe. Glasses (around
neck), Chanel. Leather gloves,
Sermonetta.
On Kunal: Trench, Hugo Boss.
Jeans, Levi’s. Hat, his own

It’s a dreary afternoon In Manhattan,
and a boy chases a gIrl down the street—
at the coMMand of a caMera crew.
“Watch my wife in action,” says Kunal
Nayyar (otherwise known as Raj Koothrappali, Indian supergeek on TV sitcom The Big Bang Theory), gesturing
at his new bride. Neha Kapur, a former
Miss India, is no stranger to the camera, that much is clear. The day’s
gloomy mist lends a grittiness to the
streets, but against this backdrop,
Nayyar and Kapur’s sparkle is even
more irresistible. Following their lavish Delhi nuptials in December 2011,
they’ve settled into a new home in LA,
and regularly finish each other’s sentences as they talk about everything
from their first meeting to their last
fight. Their chemistry is palpable, infectious. The giddy couple settle into a
table at the Biergarten at New York’s
trendy Standard Hotel to grab a drink
and explain to me exactly how TV’s
best-loved geek landed a beauty queen.

The pick-up line

Neha Kapur: Kunal was visiting India, and my friend called me, saying,
‘Oh, this really great guy is visiting
from America.’ There was a party at
a bar, and I saw Kunal dressed all
LA, the star; the glasses—
Kunal Nayyar: Not sunglasses!
NK: No, reading glasses. Very artsy.
KN: That’s the word. Not LA. Say
‘artsy’.
NK: I was like... him? I couldn’t even
see [his face], he was wearing a cap.
KN: I thought, ‘Wow, she’s hot.’ I
wanted to hook up with her, to be
honest. And then, she was so tall…
NK: I was a giant!
KN: She was 6ft5in because she had
seven-inch heels. She’s 5ft10in and
I’m 5ft8in. I said, ‘Hey, sit down, I’ll
buy you a drink.’ And that was it.

The whirlwind

KN: We sat in a corner at a little table
with a candle for three hours. It was
amazing. Then I had to go back to Los
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Angeles in nine days. So we spent
every single day together.
NK: Our first proper date was a
blast. We just hopped from one bar
to another, and by the end of it we
were hammered.
KN: It was very romantic.
NK: We only laughed. We laughed for
five hours.
KN: We ended up at a place where
there were all these older people.
Then, in the corner was this couple, in
a tuxedo and dress, slow-dancing.
NK: It was the sweetest thing. We sat
there watching them.
KN: We saw a lot of signs that we
were meant to be together. And I really feel like that was one of those
signs, where something inside both of
us said, ‘Wow, how lovely would it be
to be those people? And why can’t life
be like the movies?’ It’s cheesy, but so
what? We’d gotten close, so what
next? We could say, ‘It’s been a lovely
10 days and goodbye,’ or we could—
NK: I laugh at this.
KN: She says I gave her an ultimatum. I said, ‘Listen, I’m in the middle
of my shooting season, I can’t come
back to India till April. And I don’t
want to wait that long. Because
there’s no point.’
NK: He was very straightforward.
KN: ‘If this is something we want to
do, we have to do it now. You have to
come and see me in three weeks.’ And
three weeks later she was on a plane.
NK: I was in a fog, there were all these
little thoughts, like, ‘Eeeeee…’
KN: ‘... What if he’s a psychopath? I
don’t know anything about him!’
NK: ‘What if he doesn’t come to the
airport?’ But then we just trusted
our instincts.
KN: I knew in the first 10 days that I’d
never met anyone like this before.
There was this comfort I’d never felt,
I’d never met anyone that I’d loved
more than myself. And that’s when I

knew. (All my exes are going to read
this and burn me.)

The wedding

KN: My favourite moment was seeing
Neha for the first time that day. It
still gives me the shivers to think of
how beautiful she looked. I mean, I
obviously know my wife is beautiful,
the whole world knows she’s beautiful. But there was something more
than physical beauty at play when
she was walking. It was spiritual, she
was a vision. I’ll never forget that till
the day I die.
NK: On our wedding night, he took
my pins out from my hair.
KN: I fell asleep taking the pins out
from her hair. That’s how crazy our
wedding night was.
NK: I was like, ‘Ahh, be gentle! My
head hurts!’
KN: Everyone else probably thought
we were having a good time because
there were these sounds, but we were
actually taking out pins.

The eVer-AFTer

KN: There’s an adjustment period,
getting used to having someone there
all the time. I had to buy a coat rack
because I couldn’t just throw my coats
on the floor any more.
NK: We just bought a house in Los
Angeles, and I’m super obsessive
about cleaning it all the time. It’s
more like having a baby.
KN: ... Not the husband, the house.
NK: We’re still learning. We can’t say
we’re the perfect couple and it’s all
hunky-dory; we also have our moments of sulking.
KN: We fight and scream and tear
each other’s hair out.
NK: Our fights are so silly, over the
most inane things.
KN: Silly stuff. I can’t even remember now. But I so love being married.
—Sarah Khan n

tone on
tone

Borrow from your boy—
an oversize sweater gets
a feminine touch with a
Peter Pan-collar blouse.
on neha: Cotton shirt,
sweater, wool trousers;
all Stella McCartney.
‘Babacar’ patent leather
boots, Laurence Dacade.
earrings, Grays
Antique Market.
on Kunal: Cotton shirt,
Prada. Corduroy trousers,
Paul Smith. Leather
boots, Pierre Hardy.
Braces, Albert Thurston.
Socks, HJ Hall
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evening
affair

The newest version
of the three-piece
suit borrows from
a tunic-and-trouser
pairing and comes
embellished.
On neha: embellished
blouse, matching dress;
both Prada. Trousers,
Valentino. Leather
shoes, Casadei.
On Kunal: Wool
sweater, Missoni.
Jacket, Dior Homme.
Jeans, Levi’s. Suede
sneakers, Pierre Hardy
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BAck to BAsics

Even in the most demanding
boardroom, a classic coat,
trousers and shirt will stand up.
on Neha: cotton shirt, wool
trousers; both Giorgio Armani.
Wool overcoat, Paul Smith.
tie, John Varvatos.
on kunal: striped cotton shirt,
Dsquared2. Wool trousers,
Giorgio Armani

SHOE IN

Patent leather brogues
add the finishing
touch to this Annie
Hall-inspired look
On Neha: Cotton shirt,
Jaeger. Knit cardigan,
Mulberry. Wool
overcoat, checked wool
trousers; both Ralph
Lauren Collection.
Patent leather shoes,
Jacques Levine.
On Kunal: Shirt, coat,
trousers; all Brioni.
Shoes, Pierre Hardy

AUTUMN
HUES

The season’s rich
burnt shades are
city-slick when paired
with complementary
colours.
On Neha: Ribbed
wool sweater, wool
jacket, wool trousers,
leather belt; all Haider
Ackermann.
On Kunal: Sweater,
Tommy Hilfiger
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NEW YORK
MINUTE

Contrast goes a long
way—here, a rich
cashmere coat is
unexpectedly teamed
with ballet shoes.
On Neha: Cashmere coat,
silk-satin-organza skirt,
suede ballet shoes, belt;
all Dior. Leather gloves,
Sermonetta.
On Kunal: Turtleneck
sweater, overcoat,
trousers; all Paul Smith.
Shoes, Oliver Sweeney
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Perfect PrINt

Off duty, nothing says
lounge wear better than a printed
pyjama pant and menswear stripes.
On Neha: Striped cotton shirt,
Dsquared2. Silk pyjama bottoms,
Sea NY.
On Kunal: cotton t-shirt,
Calvin Klein. Jeans, Levi’s
Hair: thomas McKiver/
Bond Academy
Make-up: chris colbeck/
Art Department
Production: Hakanson Productions

